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MICKELBERG AFFAIR, POLICE ROYAL COMMISSION 

96. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Attorney General: 
I ask a supplementary question.  Given that the Attorney General is now clearly walking away from his previous 
firm commitment to have the Mickelberg affair investigated by the royal commission, what is he trying to hide?   

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
The royal commission has complete authority to investigate that matter if it thinks it is relevant.  If it does not 
think there is any purpose to it, it will not investigate it.  All the huffing and puffing in the world will not 
persuade the royal commission to investigate something.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  You should take the streaker’s defence and say it seemed like a good idea at the time! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  To have the royal commission?  

Mr P.G. Pendal:  No; to do what you did with the Lewandowski affidavit.  It seemed like a good idea at the time.  

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It was perfectly proper.  As I have said before, the opposition side is about secrecy, 
covering it up and sweeping it under the carpet.  The criticism has been that we were open and accountable and 
said to the public, “Here it all is.”  Members opposite wanted to keep it secret.  That is what they have been 
saying in the public arena.  Does the member for Nedlands think that what I did in giving a copy of that affidavit 
to the Mickelbergs was a criminal offence? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  It should be looked at.  You should consider your conduct.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member for Nedlands came in here and by innuendo made a suggestion, which The 
West Australian in a defamatory way picked up and ran with -  

Ms S.E. Walker:  I am saying you should watch your conduct. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member made a suggestion.  She is now backing off and saying she thinks we should 
have a look at it. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  I am telling you to watch your conduct. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Does the member for Nedlands think it was a criminal offence to give a copy of that 
affidavit to the Mickelbergs so that they could prepare their petition for the Court of Criminal Appeal?  That is a 
patently absurd proposition.  The member knows it is stupid; and, frankly, she is a very stupid woman for putting 
it.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  That is a patronising, sexist comment. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It is true. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  The Attorney General knows that that sort of description of a member is not of the 
standard required, and I ask him to withdraw that comment. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I withdraw.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
 


